ceS Middle S

o Qf% NORT]’)U(DB€RE¥N6 James Street

AN
COUNTY COUNCIL Seahouses

&

»

SSMARY, Northumberland

N 2
=i 5"@% fmsis/ NE68 7YF

Healthy School  mysic colleges

School ( Newsletter —  September 2009

Happy New School Year!

The start of the new school year is always an exciting time as we look forward to working with our

. pupils to ensure they reach their potential and feel good about themselves. We continue to work hard
. To ensure that children of all abilities get a wide range of opportunities in all aspects of the

- curriculum.

- As a Specialist School for Music and ICT we are able to provide our pupils with access to a wide range
- of up to date instruments and equipment which enable them to develop and improve their skills. Please
: encourage your child to make the most of these opportunities.

During the holidays we have had the Year 6 classroom refurbished so that it is a creative and pleasant

. learning environment which is equipped with a widescreen interactive whiteboard and individual laptop

. computers for each child. We hope to be able to use this as a model to refurbish our other class bases .
- in the future. .

We are pleased to welcome Mrs Newies and Miss Bannister to our staff team. Mrs Newies will be
: teaching French throughout the school, replacing Mr Scott who left at the end of last tferm, whilst
: Miss Bannister will be a classroom assistant in Year 5.

. Finally if you would like to be more involved in school life either by supporting teachers in a particular
. area of the curriculum or by helping with extra curricular activities then please let us know.

Homework

A copy of your child’s homework timetable is enclosed for your information.
Please sign and return the slip on the back of this newsletter to say you have received it.
The homework given aims to:

Provide the opportunity for the children to develop self discipline.
Allow them to take responsibility for their own learning.

Reinforce learning points.

Complete work begun in class.

Reinforce the school’s expectations of high standards and quality work.
Encourage children to work in a different environment.

Involve parents in school life, through their support and assistance.
Make preparation for a forthcoming activity.
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Please support us in ensuring that your child’s homework is completed on time and let us know if
your child is experiencing difficulty with it. We will contact you if your child fails to complete
homework on a regular basis. In years 5 & 6 pupils receive 20 minutes homework per subject and
in years 7 & 8 pupils receive at least 30 minutes homework per subject.

If your child struggles with a homework and it is clear they do not understand, then whoever is
supervising the homework should write a note in the relevant book explaining this and sign it.
Please do not spend an hour or more trying to sort it out for them—your child gets stressed and
you probably get even more stressed! The problem can be rectified in class.




Seahouses Middle School consent form to use
photographs

We often take photographs of our pupils engaged in
a variety of activities as part of the curriculum or
during extra curricular activities. These are often

used for display purposes around school but we may
also want to publish them on our school web site or
in a local paper. If you are happy for us to use
photos of your child for this purpose please sign and
return the slip attached.
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School Uniform

Obviously we have sold a lot of school
uniform recently but if you still require
some items please complete the
attached form by the 18™ September
and we will order it for you.
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Attendance Policy

The Governors of Seahouses Middle School are committed to providing a full and efficient education for all
our pupils. We believe that all pupils benefit from education and from regular and punctual school
attendance and good behaviour. To these ends, we will do all we can to ensure that all pupils attend to
their fullest and that any problems which impede this are identified and acted upon as soon as possible.
To support us in our aims we expect parents to contact us on the FIRST
day of their child’s absence, otherwise we will contact them by telephone or by letter.

Thank you for your anticipated support in this matter.

Lost Property

Please help us to identify items of
clothing, including PE kit, by clearly
writing your child’s name in it and
encouraging your child to ask at the
office if they have lost anything.

. We are having a disco on Thursday 15th .
: October from 6.30 — 8.30pm. :
: Children who collect 22 or more credits :

before the disco are welcome to come :
- along. Cost of entry is £1.50 and there :
: will be a tuck shop. :
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: PE kit

® 1 help keep your child warm and injury free please

. ensure they have the following items of clothing for

¢ their outdoor games lesson.

¢ White T shirt

¢ Shorts (boys black / girls blue)

@ Tracksuit / Sweatshirt (any colour)

@ Change of footwear (training shoes / football boots)
A pair of socks (like football socks which are warm

¢ and offer protection)

¢ Shin pads (particularly for football / hockey)

4

@ If you have any problems getting any of these items

: please let us know & we will try to help.
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Information forms

To help us keep our records up to date please complete and return the enclosed form by

Friday 18th September. It is vital that we have an emergency contact number for every child in case

we need to telephone you during the school day. If you want us to administer

medication, which has been prescribed for your child, you should complete the attached form and
return it by 18th September. All medicine should be given to Mrs. Liddell, the school
secretary, with full written instructions for use so that she can administer it appropriately.

Children’s Cancer Run.

We were delighted to win the Sandy Weir trophy, which is awarded to the school with the

highest percentage of its pupils taking part in the North East Children’s Cancer Run, for the
second year running after raising £3926 in May. Thanks again to all of you who took part in

the run or sponsored someone who did. We are determined to do just as well next year so

start training now!




PRIVACY NOTICE for pupils in schools, early years settings, alternative provision and pupil
referral units

Privacy Notice - Data Protection Act 1998

We Seahouses Middle School are the Data Controller for the purposes of the Data Protection Act. We collect information
from you, and may receive information about you from your previous school. We hold this personal data and use it to:

1 support your teaching and learning;

1 monitor and report on your progress;
1 provide appropriate pastoral care, and
i assess how well your school is doing.

This information includes your contact details, national curriculum assessment results, attendance information,
characteristics such as ethnic group, special educational needs and any relevant medical information.

We will not give information about you to anyone outside the school without your consent unless the law and our rules
permit it.

We are required by law to pass some of your information to the Local Authority (LA), and the Department for Children,
Schools and Families (DCSF).

If you want to see a copy of the information we hold and share about you then please contact Mrs S Liddell.

If you require more information about how the LA and/or DCSF store and use this data please go to the following websites:
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=390 and
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/ doc/13856/DCSF%20what%20we%20d0%20with%20Children's%20data%20v4%
20final.doc

If you are unable to access these websites, please contact the LA or the DCSF as follows:

Mrs Diana Blackburn Public Communications Unit
Children6s Services Department for Children, Schools and Families
County Hall Sanctuary Buildings

Morpeth Great Smith Street

Northumberland London

NE61 2EF SWI1P 3BT

website: www.dcsf.gov.uk
email: info@dcsf.gsi.gov.uk
tel: 0870 000 2288.

In addition for Secondary Schools

Connexions Services - Once you are aged 13 or over we are required to pass on certain information to the Connexions
services. Connexions is the government's information and advice service for all young people aged 13 to 19 in England.

We must provide both your own and your parent/s' name/s and address/es, and any further information relevant to the
Connexions servicesd rol e.

However, you (if you are over 16) or your parents can ask that no information beyond name and address be passed to
Connexions. Please inform Mrs S Liddell if you wish to opt-out of this arrangement. For more information about
Connexions please, please contact the Local Authority as shown above.

Extra Curricular Activities I Cycle Ride

for Leukaemia Research

|| Recent research has highlighted the link between achievement and
participation in extra curricular activities. It shows quite clearly
that those children who participate regularly in a variety of activities
|| outside the classroom tend to perform better in the classroom itself. We
have an extensive extra curricular programme, which we hope you will ||
encourage your child to participate in. All activities are free of Leukaemia Research. The event
|| charge and take place either at lunchtimes or after school until 4.45pm. was organised by Mrs

E In July the whole school took
At the end of the summer term any child who has attended six or more || E Haggerstone and Year 6 who i

part in a sponsored cycle ride
on our school field in aid of

" clubs during the year is presented with a Club Award Trophy.
In July 2009 we were able to present 37 Club Award Trophies to
|| children from all year groups.
If you would like to help with any clubs or think you could organise an ||
activity yourself, please get in touch as we are keen to involve
|| as many adults as possible.
Clubs start week beginning 14th September, except Art, Archery
" and Drama which start 21st September.

set up the course, serviced the
bikes, made refreshments and
acted as Marshalls for the day.
They did a fantastic job and
their efforts along with every-
one who took part helped us to
raise £2112 for the charity.
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Extra curricular Activities Autumn Term

Lunchtime After school Diar‘][ Dates
Monday Choir finishes 4.45pm :
Board games U13 Football (yrs 7 & 8) : September 3 October 2009
Badminton (yrs 5 & 6) Drama 22.09.09  Yr8 girls visit to
Scrabble Alnwick rugby club
- Tuesday ICT KS3 15.10.09 Disco 6.30 — 8.30pm
. Netball (yrs 7 & 8) 15.10.09 KS2 Technology days
Homework club KS3 Project Challenge
. + [[16.10.09 KS2 Technology days
. Wednesday Basketball (yrs 7 & 8) U1l Football (yrs 5 & 6) . KS3 Project Challenge
* Thursday Unihoc Archery (yrs 6,7,& 8) 4 — 6.30pm
Homework club 22.10.09 Parents Evening
ICT KS2 4 — 6.30pm
. 23.10.09 Break up for half term
Friday Band Art 02.11.09  School reopens
Netball (yrs 5 & 6)
Drawing lessons
"""""""""""""""""" School Uniform order form 77
Sweatshirts and polo shirts bearing the school logo are available to order.
Sweatshirts are in red or black and come in sizes 2
Prices are 280, 300, 32 dMedk& Sgmafil0n.95 A8. 25
Polo shirts are in red or white and come in the above sizes. ~
Prices are 280, 300, 3 2 Med&& ISgm aflo.R5 A7. 25
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sweatshirésg.
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Black Reversible Waterproof school jackets

Sizes available 7 -8yr, 9-10yr, 11 - 12yr, 13 - 14yr

| wish to orderé é . . Bl ack
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Seahouses Middle School
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d £16.50 each

d Consent form to administer medication when required 2009

,,,,,,,,,

s 7

s L L <z

d 2010

We are not able to give your child any prescribed medicine unless you sign below and accept that this is a service, which

the school is not obliged to undertake.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Name of chil d: ééééééeececéeecéeéeeeeeceecece. .

s

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Seahouses Middle School 5 Consent for photographs

I give my consent for photographs of my child ............cccooo o to be used on
the school web site and be published in local newspapers.

Seahouses Middle School 8 Homework 2009 6 2010

eeeeeeececeeeeeceeeeecece. .

Name of chil d: Year : ééééééeeéeé

| have received a copy of the homework timetable and understand | will be contacted if my son / daughter does not
hand homework in on time.

Signed: ééeééeée Pa



